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SDFSA	Newsletter	–	February	2022	
Editor:	Heather	Creech	
	
SCUBA	DIVERS	FEDERATION	OF	SA,	Inc.	
Email:	info@sdfsa.net		or	Web:	https://sdfsa.net			
Facebook:	https://www.facebook.com/scubadivesa/	
SA	Dive	Sites	Viz	and	Conditions:	
https://www.facebook.com/groups/568109670769809	
Join	us	for	free!	https://sdfsa.net/membership-categories/		
	
January’s	winning	image	for	the	SDFSA	Facebook	banner.	Congratulations,	Lucas	Hal!	
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UPDATES on RAPID BAY, SECOND VALLEY and EDITHBURGH 
	
SDFSA	 has	 an	 upcoming	 meeting	 with	 the	 Department	 for	 Infrastructure	 and	 Transport	 (DIT)	 to	
discuss	 progress	 on	 the	 Rapid	 Bay	 jetty	 changes	 as	well	 as	 the	 current	 state	 of	 the	 jetty	 steps	 at	
Second	Valley.	As	divers	have	observed,	the	recent	repairs	done	to	the	Second	Valley	jetty	steps	are	
not	fit	for	purpose	as	the	bottom	step	is	now	completely	out	of	the	water	at	low	tide,	making	an	exit	
by	the	steps	very	difficult.		
	
With	respect	to	the	exclusion	zone	around	the	old	Rapid	Bay	jetty	while	repairs	are	underway,	the	
DIT	notice	to	mariners	makes	 it	clear	that	the	exclusion	zone	extends	only	306	metres	from	shore,	
which	means	that	the	T	section	is	still	open	for	divers	and	snorkellers.	However,	there	appears	to	be	
a	 communications	 issue	 between	different	 divisions	 of	DIT.	 This	 has	 led	 to	 some	 confusion	 about	
whether	the	entire	jetty	is	currently	off	limits.		As	the	removal	of	the	damaged	areas	and	the	work	to	
reinforce	 the	remaining	sections	appears	 to	be	moving	quickly,	we	suggest	 that	divers	simply	wait	
until	the	work	is	done,	or	explore	other	parts	of	the	Bay.		
	
The	Edithburgh	Progress	Association	has	been	seeking	approval	to	retro	fit	a	shark	net	to	the	existing	
poles	surrounding	the	Edithburgh	Tidal	Pool.	There	was	a	shark	net	there	many	years	ago	and	
Progress	see	it	as	a	draw	card	for	a	safe	swimming	area	for	tourists	and	locals	alike	once	all	the	
appropriate	approvals	have	occurred.	The	proposed	shark	net	is	currently	under	review	pending	an	
engineering	report.	
	

OUR MONTHLY PHOTO COMPETITION 
We’ve	launched	a	new	Photo	Competition.		Every	month,	a	new	photo	will	be	selected	to	serve	as	
the	banner	photo	for	SDFSA’s	SA	Dive	Sites	Viz	and	Conditions	Facebook	group.		

An	announcement	for	the	competition	will	be	posted	each	month	on	SA	Dive	Sites	Viz	and	
Conditions.	Photos	can	then	be	uploaded	as	comments	to	the	announcement.	Members	of	the	
group	then	vote	on	the	one	they	like	the	best.		

Rules	for	submission	are	simple:		

• Must	be	an	SDFSA	member,	(Click	here	to	become	a	member	https://sdfsa.net/membership-
2/membership-form/)	

• One	entry	per	person	
• Must	be	a	photo	you	took	yourself	
• Must	be	an	SA	dive	site		
• Must	be	a	Hi	Res	pic	
• You	must	like	at	least	one	other	photo		
• You	cannot	like	your	own	photo	
• No	close	ups	(they	don’t	work	as	a	cover	photo)	must	be	a	wide	shot,	landscape	only		
• Previous	winners	for	the	year	are	ineligible	to	enter	but	are	eligible	to	vote	and	can	enter	

again	next	year		
• Photo	that	receives	the	most	likes	wins	and	your	photo	will	be	the	cover	photo	for	the	

month.	
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IMPORTANT NOTICES 
MLSSA	has	brought	to	our	attention	the	following:	12-month	Fishing	Bans	Imposed	Around	Glenelg	
&	O’Sullivan	Beach	Shellfish	Reefs.	On	25th	January	the	Department	of	Primary	Industries	and	
Regions	announced	that	fishing	is	now	temporarily	prohibited	around	the	recently	constructed	
Glenelg	and	O’Sullivan	Beach	shellfish	reefs	for	a	12-month	period	to	allow	the	reefs	and	marine	life	
to	settle	and	develop.	
	

SDFSA COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
The	next	meeting	of	the	Committee	will	be	Wednesday,	23	February,	7pm,	at	the	Arab	Steed	Hotel.	
	

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 
Ø Roy	Spraakman	on	being	awarded	commendations	in	both	the	black	and	white	section	and	

for	Street	Photography	in	the	Australian	Photographer	of	the	Year	2021.	
Ø “iNaturalist”	Matt	Tank	on	having	photographed	an	undescribed	Longsnout	Clingfish,	

Parvicrepis	species,	on	kelp	fronds	at	the	shore	side	of	Port	Noarlunga	reef.	
Ø Steve	Jones	whose	photo	of	a	leafy	seadragon	at	Rapid	Bay	features	as	the	final	Parting	Shot	

at	the	end	of	the	February	issue	of	Dive	Log.	
Ø Tim	Rogers	on	having	his	photo	of	a	collapsing	old	Rapid	Bay	jetty	feature	in	The	Advertiser	

during	January,	as	well	as	Kaleb	Honeyman	and	Chloe	Williams	who	both	got	a	mention	in	
the	same	article.	

Ø Kim	Gravatt	on	the	sighting	of	a	juvenile	turtle	whilst	he	was	snorkelling	at	Point	Gibbon	in	
Spencer	Gulf	on	Australia	Day.	He	says	that	the	turtle	was	~400	mm	across	shell,	swimming	
casually.	Sea	turtle	sightings	in	SA	are	reported	via	Southern	Australia	Sea	Turtle	Sightings.	

Ø The	South	Australian	Archaeology	Society	(SAAS)	on	gaining	hundreds	of	new	members	for	
its	Facebook	page	following	the	posting	of	a	few	photos	from	the	Ships’	Graveyard,	shared	
from	another	Facebook	page.	

Ø The	Marine	Life	Society	of	SA	on	the	launching	of	their	‘Clearbot’	project	which	aims	to	
educate	the	public	about	cleaning	up	our	rivers,	lakes	and	waterways.	

Ø The	newly-opened	Rodney	Fox	Shark	Museum	and	Learning	Centre,	which	includes	a	variety	
of	displays,	including	one	on	the	wreck	of	the	Titanic.	

Ø The	2022	recipients	of	the	NOGI	Award	as	announced	by	the	Academy	of	Underwater	Arts	
and	Sciences:	Dr.	John	Clarke	(Science),	Jack	and	Sue	Drafahl	(Sports/Education),	Dr.	Albert	
Jose	Jones	(Distinguished	Service),	Harry	Rabin	(Environment)	&	Adam	Ravetch	(Arts).	The	
2022	NOGI	Awards	will	be	presented	next	November	in	Orlando,	Florida	at	a	gala	banquet	
during	the	annual	DEMA	Show.	According	to	AUAS	President	Dan	Orr,	“The	NOGI	Award	is	
the	oldest	and	most	prestigious	award	in	the	recreational	diving	world,	recognizing	
individuals	who	have	made	significant	career	contributions	to	the	sport,	the	industry	and	the	
world	in	the	Arts,	the	Sciences,	the	Environment,	Sports/Education	and	through	
Distinguished	Service.”	

	

2022 EVENTS 
	
South	Australia	
	

5	March	2022,	7-10pm:	The	Ocean	Film	Festival.	Capri	Theatre,	Goodwood	Rd,	Adelaide.	Tickets	at	
oceanfilmfestivalaustralia.com.au.	
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Interstate/International	

6	March:	Clean	Up	Australia		
	
13th	–	21st	August	2022:	NATIONAL	SCIENCE	WEEK	2022.	See	www.scienceweek.net.au	.	
	
1-2	 October	 2022:	 OZTEK	 Conference	 and	OZDIVE	 Expo.	 Held	 at	 the	Melbourne	 Conference	 and	
Exhibition	Centre.	Visit	https://OZTek.com.au	and	https://OZDive.net.au	for	more	details.	
	
Australian	 International	 Dive	 Expo	 -	 AIDE	 2021—postponed	 to	 2022.	 See	
www.australiadiveexpo.com	.	

	

DIVE GEAR REPORT 
By	Alex	Suslin	

So	your	mouthpiece	is	split	or	you've	nearly	bitten	through	one	of	the	lugs?		Easy	fix.	Go	to	a	dive	
shop	&	buy	another	-	preferably	one	that's	not	too	expensive.		But	is	price	the	only	criterion?	

	
Different	regulators	have	different	sized	mouthpieces.		Some	
manufacturers	like	Scubapro	have	their	own	brand,	designed	
specifically	for	their	second	stages	&	occies	-	more	expensive	but	
generally	longer	lasting	then	"generic"	ones.	But	if	they're	not	in	
stock	or	exceed	budget	projections,	be	careful	with	alternatives		Buy	
one	too	small	&	while	it	still	fits,	though	with	difficulty,	it	will	partly	
block	the	regulator	airway,	reducing	air	flow	&	making	you	work	
harder	to	get	the	extra	air.	Sort	of	like	diving	with	the	venturi	lever	
set	to	"pre-dive".	Easy	to	check	before	fitting.		Too	big	&	loose	will	
allow	water	in	on	inhalation,	with	the	potential	to	cause	Salt	Water	
Aspiration	Syndrome	if	a	fine	water	mist	enters	your	lungs.		If	the	
mouthpiece	slips	on	your	reg	too	easily,	or	can	be	rotated	freely	from	
side	to	side,	it's	too	big.		Size	does	matter!	
	

Comfort	is	the	other	factor.		The	mouthpiece	may	
be	the	right	size	for	your	regulator,	but	how	about	
your	mouth?		The	longer	the	lugs	on	the	sides	are,	
the	more	teeth	come	into	contact	&	the	easier	it	
will	be	to	keep	in	your	mouth.		An	alternative	for	
divers	who	prefer	something	more	compact	is	the	
"Cumfo-bite"	style,	with	an	integrated	soft	
"bridge"	connecting	the	lugs.		The	ultimate,	at	
least	in	terms	of	cost,	is	an	orthodontic	one	that	
when	new,	is	soaked	in	hot	water	&	then	bitten	
on	hard,	preferably	once	it's	cooled	down	a	little,	
leaving	a	mold	your	teeth	will	fit	into	during	the	
dive.		Not	a	picture	of	elegance	out	of	your	mouth	
-	the	bite	areas	look	like	pieces	of	old	chewing	
gum!		Comfort	is	what	works	for	you	-	if	an	
inexpensive	standard	design	one	feels	fine,	no	
need	to	go	for	a	fancy	mouthpiece.	And	a	bonus	if	
you	find	one	in	your	favorite	colour!	
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NOTES FROM THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
By	Steve	Reynolds	

Divers	may	be	interested	in	the	lesser	known	shipwrecks	in	the	Normanville	area.	The	1887	wreck	
site	of	the	Guldax	is	down	by	the	Beachside	Holiday	Park	(-35.4562,	138.3003).	A	nearby	wreck	is	
that	of	the	Cowry	(or	Cowrie)	which	was	wrecked	in	1889	(-35.4462,	138.3055).	An	1875	wreck	
called	Éclair	is	said	to	be	adjacent	to	the	Normanville	jetty.	There	was	a	wreck	called	the	Elsie	at	
Haycock	Point,	Carrickalinga	in	1939.	It	was	a	cutter,	and	the	site	was	½	mile	north	of	Carrickalinga	
jetty	(-35.4388,	138.3119).	There	is	also	a	wreck	called	the	Rose	off	of	Seaspray	Avenue,	
Carrickalinga.	
	
SAAS	is	calling	for	more	protections	for	South	Australia’s	historic	jetties,	comparable	to	protections	
for	shipwrecks.	The	old	jetties	at	Whyalla	and	Port	Stanvac	are	gone,	and	many	are	concerned	about	
the	future	of	the	remainder	of	the	old	Rapid	Bay	jetty.		SAAS	notes	that	the	jetty	at	Second	Valley	is	
heritage	listed,	and	suggests	that	more	support	is	needed	to	provide	equivalent	designations	to	
other	jetties	across	the	State.		
	

STEVE’S SCIENCE STORIES for the month 
By	Steve	Reynolds	

CHANGE	OF	NAME	FOR	MAGPIE	PERCH	
We	can	now	start	changing	our	dive	log	book	records,	etc..	
to	cover	the	recent	change	of	the	scientific	name	for	magpie	
perch.	There	has	been	a	taxonomic	revision	that	has	led	to	
the	scientific	name	for	magpie	perch	being	changed	from	
Cheilodactylus	nigripes	to	Pseudogoniistius	negripes.	My	
first	ever	fish	bible	called	magpie	perch	Goniistius	
vizonarius.	Later	books	used	Cheilodactylus	nigripes.	Now	
we	have	gone	from	Goniistius	to	Pseudogoniistius.	
Pseudogoniistius	is	a	new	genus	and	magpie	perch	are	now	
said	to	be	related	to	trumpeters	(striped	perch?),	rather	

than	morwongs.	
	

INCREASED	INTEREST	IN	SEAWEED	FARMING	

A	new	global	seaweed	hub	has	been	launched	at	the	South	Australian	Aquatic	Sciences	Centre,	West	
Beach.	It	is	a	major	step	towards	commercialising	seaweed	production	in	SA.	It	could	lead	to	a	
$140m	new	industry	within	3	years,	and	potentially	support	up	to	1,200	local	jobs.	International	
company	CH4	will	grow,	test,	analyse,	process	and	manufacture	commercial	grade	seaweed	
products	which	will	be	exported	to	potential	buyers	in	Australia	and	internationally.	
	
The	Moonrise	Seaweed	Co.	has	been	working	towards	the	farming	of	seaweed	for	the	past	3	years.	
They	say	that	“seaweed	farming	has	the	potential	to	be	a	win-win-win	form	of	agriculture	–	
producing	versatile,	nourishing	crops,	reviving	coastal	economies,	and	regenerating	local	marine	
ecologies”.	They	need,	however,	a	lot	of	start-up	capital.	They	have	now	launched	a	Kickstarter	
campaign	to	fund	their	pilot	seaweed	cultivation	project.		
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ABOUT THE SDFSA… 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
SCUBA	DIVERS	FEDERATION	OF	SA	Inc.	
PO	Box	287,	Christies	Beach	SA	5165		
Email:	info@sdfsa.net		
	
	
Disclaimer	
The	opinions	expressed	by	authors	of	material	in	this	newsletter	are	not	necessarily	those	of	the	Federation	
	
	

SDFSA	is	a	non-profit,	incorporated	membership	association	dedicated	to	the	preservation	
and	enjoyment	of	our	unique	underwater	world.			

JOIN	US	FOR	FREE:		

https://sdfsa.net/membership-categories/	

The	 more	 members	 we	 have,	 the	 stronger	 our	 influence.	 We	 serve	 as	 a	 peak	 body	
representing	 the	 interests	 of	 South	 Australian	 recreational	 scuba	 divers	 and	 the	 related	
sports	 of	 freediving	 and	 snorkelling,	 including	 the	provision	 of	 information	 to	 government	
and	the	general	public.		

Together	 we	 can	 have	 real	 impact	 on	 the	 issues	 affecting	 the	 South	 Australian	 diving	
community.			

If	you	wish	to	be	added	to	the	mailing	list	for	this	Newsletter,	join	the	SDFSA!	

You	 can	 also	 read	 about	 the	 Federation’s	 work	 in	 monthly	 issues	 of	 DiveLog	 Australasia,	
Scubadiver	ANZ	and	on	our	website	at	https://sdfsa.net.	Stay	up	to	date	with	the	latest	news	
through	our	Facebook	page,	https://www.facebook.com/scubadivesa/.	
		


