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ACTION ON SA TOXIC ALGAL BLOOM AND STORM DAMAGED JETTIES

What the SDFSA is doing

The SA scuba, free diving and snorkelling community is reeling from the combined losses of marine
life due to the harmful algal bloom (HAB) and the loss of a number of important dive sites due to storm
damage, including in particular the closure of the old Rapid Bay jetty. On 26 July the SDFSA President
sent a letter to Premier Malinauskis seeking SDFSA representation on the recently formed Task Force
for the Algal Bloom. This letter also introduced the topic of the closure of Rapid Bay and the negative
impact the HAB and closure of dive sites is having on the dive industry. In response to the letter the
SDFSA received a phone call from the Premier’s office, seeking to learn more and to enquire how they
could help. The SDFSA President shared our intention to compile a business case that would be
requesting the reopening of Rapid Bay Jetty and other sites, such as the old Stanvac Jetty and a quarry.
The response appeared to be supportive and they advised they would be looking out for the business
case. SDFSA has now been offered, and accepted, representation on the HAB Reference Group, which
has been established to support industries and stakeholders primarily impacted by the algal bloom to
engage directly with the Minister for Climate, Environment and Water and the Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development in relation to the response and recovery from the bloom. This
Reference Group reports to the Task Force.

The Rapid Bay Business Case is now under development by the SDFSA committee, including the
preparation of an extensive stakeholder list and communications plan. We have also compiled a
number of published studies into the value of jetties to the economy of South Australia, including the
excellent report by the Local Government Association of SA, https://www.lga.sa.gov.au/about/what-
we-do/advocacy/jetties.

We will be reaching out to dive clubs and shops seeking letters of support for the business case. We
shall continue to keep all of you informed as our work progresses. In the meantime should you wish
to contribute to the business case or would like us to raise anything at the HAB Reference Group
meetings please contact us at info@sdfsa.net

What the State and Federal governments are doing

We are posting in full the following recent article by the ABC on the impacts of the algal bloom, from
abc.net.au/news/seven-point-plan-to-tackle-sa-toxic-algal-bloom/105563974.
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*****************************From the ABC*****************************************

Scientists release seven-point plan to tackle SA's 'catastrophic’ toxic algal bloom, By Camron
Slessor, Wednesday 23 July

Shorthead seahorses found washed up at Hallett
Cove during South Australia's devastating algal
bloom. (Supplied: Jo Dunn / iNaturalist )

In short: The Biodiversity Council has outlined seven key actions that should be considered to
respond to SA's toxic algal bloom. They include spending at least $10 million to kickstart scientific
research to assess which species are affected by the bloom.

What's next? The federal and state governments this week pledged $28 million to assist in dealing
with the bloom.

An independent group of marine scientists from around Australia has released a seven-point plan to
tackle what it describes as South Australia's "catastrophic" toxic algal bloom.

The Biodiversity Council, an independent group founded by 11 Australian universities, has outlined
seven key actions that federal and state governments should consider to "urgently respond" to the
bloom, known as Karenia mikimotoi.

It includes spending at least $10 million to immediately kickstart scientific research to assess which
species are affected by the bloom, how much, and monitor recovery.

A Port Jackson shark washed up at Sellicks
Beach. (Supplied: lan Gibbins / iNaturalist)

It has also warned that the algal bloom is not
just a South Australian issue, and the impact
will be far-reaching amid increasing marine
heatwaves across the country.

Biodiversity Council member, professor
Gretta Pecl from the University of
Tasmania's Institute for Marine and
Antarctic Studies, said the washed-up
marine life on beaches was just a sliver of
the animals killed, with most animal bodies "rotting on the sea floor".

"The exact death toll would be impossible to determine as monitoring of marine environments and
species is fairly lacking in Australia, but we cannot wait to act," she said.

"It is vital for all governments to heed this wake-up call and act."




The harmful algal bloom has been ravaging marine life throughout the state since March, disrupting
fishing, aquaculture and tourism industries and threatening fragile coastal ecosystems. The state and
federal governments this week pledged $28 million to assist in dealing with the bloom, but Federal
Environment Minister Murray Watt stopped short of declaring it a national disaster.

Heartbreak of toxic algal bloom outbreak
Photo shows dead sea life under the water, grey clouds above the water

r’ A mysterious, brown foam appeared
on a beach an hour south of
Adelaide. It was just the beginning of
a toxic algal bloom that has now
grown to thousands of square
kilometres in size, killing precious
sea life in its wake. Experts say it
could be a sign of things to come.
Professor Pecl said the funding was a
"fantastic start" but much more
would be needed.

She said the scale of wildlife deaths was likely to be equivalent to the Black Summer Bushfires and the
impact would be felt across borders.
"The animals in that region, they all have connections with other parts of Australia," she said.

"Although the footprint of the harmful algal bloom at the moment looks like it's limited to South
Australia, many of those species there have really important connections to the west coast and the
east coast. The damage that's been incurred will massively exceed the boundaries of the bloom itself."

Bloom events 'seem to be increasing’

The report said more than 450 marine species had been observed washed up across South Australian
coastlines, with over 14,000 observations by citizen scientists. It also said while natural oceanographic
conditions played a role, the crisis had also been driven by human activities.

Professor Pecl said harmful algal blooms had also been highlighted many times before amid increased
ocean warming.

"The scale of each harmful algal bloom event seems to be increasing," she said.

"If there isn't something done to mitigate, to reduce climate emissions, warming will continue and
these kinds of events will be more and more likely."

The proposed actions for Australian and state governments to respond to the bloom, and Australia's
broader marine heatwave, are:

1. Investigate and fast-track emergency interventions for species at high risk of extinction or
major population declines.

2. Immediately invest a minimum of $10 million to start research to understand the impact of

this bloom and inform plans for what to do when the next bloom hits.

Accelerate Australia's decarbonisation efforts and become a global leader in climate action.

Reduce nutrient and dissolved carbon pollution.

Restore and protect marine ecosystems.

Establish a long-term monitoring program for the Great Southern Reef.

Establish mechanisms to plan for and respond to catastrophic natural disasters.
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The report was produced by a team of scientists from five Australian universities: The University of
Adelaide, The University of Tasmania, Monash University, The University of Melbourne and The
University of Western Australia.

Biodiversity Council member, Professor Nicki Mitchell from the University of Western Australia's
Oceans Institute, said Australia must prepare for a more "dangerous climate future".

"Due to man-made climate change, the frequency and intensity of natural disasters that harm
biodiversity, industries and communities will only increase," she said.

"This includes not just harmful algal blooms, but also marine and terrestrial heatwaves, floods and
bushfires."

A leafy seadragon found
washed up during South
Australia's devastating algal
bloom.(Supplied: = Warwick
Moyse / iNaturalist)

Professor Ivan Nagelkerken
from the University of
Adelaide Environment
Institute said Adelaide's coast
would always be vulnerable to
algal blooms.

"South Australia's gulfs are
L : ' particularly vulnerable to algal
blooms due to coastal nutrient

inputs, warming shallow waters and poor water exchange," he said.

"We must collectively do all we can to reduce coastal nutrient inputs and greenhouse gas emissions.
"Locally, we can also build the resilience of ecosystems to recover by protecting and restoring marine
ecosystems, like kelp forests and seagrass beds, to support bigger fish populations as well as absorb
carbon and improve water quality."

Funding to go towards research

Mr Watt said earlier this week that the federal funding pledged would likely go to cleaning up and
research."There will need to be some further discussions between ourselves and the South Australian
government about exactly the details of how that funding is used," he said.



Federal Environment Minister Murray Watt at West Beach in Adelaide this week. (ABC News: Sophie
Holder)

Parliamentary inquiry into algal bloom

Meanwhile, a senate inquiry has been established into the algal bloom, chaired by Greens senator
Sarah Hanson-Young.

New South Wales senator Ross Cadell, who is also the shadow minister for fisheries and emergency
management, will be on the committee and told ABC Radio Adelaide that the terms of reference would
be "wide-ranging".

"We're going to look at the contributing factors ... at the potential for how this fits into the emergency
payment framework — is it a natural disaster, can it be claimed — the adequacy of timelines and
coordination of supports by both state and federal governments, and the sufficiency of the current
package of money ... is that enough?" he said.

Should algal bloom be declared a 'national disaster'?

Calls are ramping up to recognise an algal bloom ravaging South Australian marine life for months as
a national emergency. But what difference could such a declaration make?

Mr Cadell said the inquiry, which will report back by October 28, would also look into what can be
done in the future "so there's no ad hoc responses, it is really can we put a framework in place that
gets on top of this earlier".

Mr Cadell said the inquiry was keen to hear from locals affected by the algal bloom.

"They need to be heard, because this is different from any other natural disaster because there is no
expenditure cost of what's happening to people, they just aren't earning income, and that's a different
sort of compensation," he said.

He said the federal classifications of a natural disaster "wouldn't really fit" the current situation.

"My absolute goal is to come up with a framework where for something like this we can support ...
the fisherman who has a quota of 7.5 tonnes of calamari and caught 9 kilos," he said.

"These things are the things we have to be able to fix."

The inquiry's chair, Sarah Hanson-Young, said she was looking forward to hearing from "impacted
communities about what is going on and from the experts about what we need to do".

"As South Australians have been battling this deadly, toxic algae on our own for weeks and in fact
months," she said.
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"And while we welcome the $14 million from the federal government, we know that we're going to
need a lot more.

"This inquiry will be important for making sure we have a national spotlight on what is happening,
because this isn't an issue that South Australia should have to manage on our own.
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What you can do
Stay informed

The coverage of the impact of the algal bloom along the coast is extensive on our Facebook SA Dive
Sites group. Contributors Carl Charter, Andy Burnell, Janine Baker and many others have shared their
photos on affected coastal areas, possible contributing factors and local actions.

For the latest information from the South Australian Government to help you stay informed and
understand how the situation is being managed, visit sa.gov.au/algalbloom.

Flinders University is also taking a leadership role in tracking the devastation:
https://www.flinders.edu.au/research/articles/algal-bloom.

Sign Petitions

We can work together to send a message to the federal government that the algal bloom must
urgently be declared a national disaster - which in turn will open up the opportunity of a proper
support package. If you would like to help in this mission please fill in the "TELL THE PM: THE ALGAE
BLOOM IS A NATIONAL DISASTER" petition, which can be found here:
https://greens.org.au/campaigns/toxic-algae-bloom

The NGO Save our Marine Life has set up an online petition requesting the federal government, and
the Environment Minister in particular to expand Australia’s marine sanctuaries as essential to build
resilience in the face of events such as toxic algal blooms and coral bleaching. They are aiming for
25,600 signatures; at the time of writing over 20,000 signatures have already been received.
https://www.saveourmarinelife.org.au/actions/algalbloom/

Join Citizen science initiatives

Your photos are essential! iNaturalist and OzFish Unlimited have established the SA Marine Mortality
Events project. All SA ocean users and beach goers are asked to submit photos of deceased marine
life either on land or underwater in order to track the number of species and overall marine life loss.
To date, over 458 species have been listed, with over 21,000 observations of dead marine life.
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sa-marine-mortality-events-2025?tab=about.
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SDFSA COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Welcome to the 2025-26 Committee!

Executive: Members:

Amanda Biddle

Robert Blackburn

Regan Buckley

Angela Cogman

Peter Corrigan

Heather Creech (Communications)
JP Davies-Morgante

Lukasz Halbryt

Simone Herbert

Sara Leggatt (Membership)
Heather Petty

< President: Helena Wescombe-Down
% Vice President: Anthony Leggatt

< Secretary: Sue Booth

< Treasurer: Farzad Atefi

Our thanks go to the departing members Andy Burnell, Craig Tonkin and Melissa Tonkin for their
contributions to the work of the Federation.

The next meeting of the Committee is Wednesday 27 August, 7pm at the Arab Steed upstairs meeting
room.

NEWS FROM SHOPS AND CLUBS
Sea Wolves SWAP MEET - 2025

Following the huge success of the October 2024 SCUBA gear Swap Meet, Sea Wolves Dive Club is
again hosting the event at its Morphett Vale clubrooms.

Gear at the 2024 event included the expected gear such as new and pre-loved wet suits, computers,
regulators, BSDs and the like, but also included a few surprises including a RIB boat, emergency
oxygen equipment, cave diving lights and more. 2025 is looking like an equally interesting event.

Sea Wolves will also be unveiling their new air fill station.

All divers are welcome to attend. Meet some new or old friends, but some gear, enjoy a free
sausage or buy a drink at the bar. Free entry.

When: Tuesday October 28", 2025
When: Starts 6:30pm. Finishes by 8:00pm before the Club meeting. (Sellers set up from 6:00pm)
Where: 10 Bayford Rise, Morphett Vale SA 5162

Who: Call Peter Fulton (0430 638 988) or email secretary@seawolves.org.au

Rodney Fox and Mark Tozer’s Museum and Research Centre Grant Funding

Rodney Fox and Mark Tozer’s Museum and Research Centre is now accepting grant funding
applications for exciting new environmental initiatives in South Australia! (All of Australia eventually)

If you've got a project that helps protect our oceans, land, wildlife, or waterways they want to hear
from you!


mailto:secretary@seawolves.org.au

Whether it’s citizen science, community action, habitat restoration, or protecting endangered
species, they are here to support ideas that make a real difference.

What They Fund:
They’re looking to support inspiring and impactful projects that:

Improve or protect our natural environment
Support marine conservation and ocean health
Promote citizen science and community involvement
Enhance environmental education or awareness
Assist with wildlife rescue or rehabilitation
Encourage sustainable practices in your local area

Who Can Apply:

e Individuals with a great idea and the passion to make it happen
e Schools and educational institutions

o Not-for-profit groups or environmental clubs

e First Nations-led initiatives and youth-led projects are especially encouraged to apply

Let’s work together to protect our planet, one small grant at a time. Contact Mark Tozer,
mark@rodneyfox.com.au

Downunder Pix

Paul MacDonald and Elizabeth Solich have set up a GoFundMe account to raise $5,000 to support the
Edithburgh and Wool Bay Jetties Algal Bloom Monitoring Project. Led by marine scientists and
supported by volunteer divers, the project blends citizen science with expert research. The project
involves conducting monthly underwater surveys to build a long-term ecological record - data that will
inform habitat recovery, species reintroduction, and resilience-building.

This is a community-driven, science-based initiative, and your donation directly empowers local
stewardship and conservation.

Your support helps fund: diver accommodation and air fills, citizen science training, educational
signage and outreach, website and social media platforms, public engagement and media
coordination.

For more information, go to https://www.gofundme.com/f/edithburgh-wool-bay-jetties-marine-
watch .

CONGRATULATIONS TO...

> Peri Coleman on being made a 2025 SA Environment Awards Lifetime Achiever and also
admitted into the SA conservation Hall of Fame.
> The Australian Marine Conservation Society on achieving its 60™" anniversary this year. AMCS
is one of the oldest conservation groups in Australia, and the only conservation group
dedicated solely to protecting Australia’s amazing oceans and marine wildlife.
0 The AMSA (Australian Marine Sciences Association) Award recipients of 2025:
O 2025 Jubilee Award — Associate Professor Neville Barrett from the University of
Tasmania
O 2025 Melissa George Excellence in Sea Country Award — Mibu Fischer from CSIRO and
the University of Tasmania.
O 2025 Emerging Leader in Marine Science — Dr Scott Bennett from Institute for Marine
and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania.
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O 2025 Allen Indigenous Student Travel Award — Kyah Chewying, a PhD Candidate from
the University of Wollongong.

O 2025 Allen Student Travel Award — Clément Tremblin, a Masters student from Centre
for Marine Ecosystems Research, Edith Cowan University.

Visit https://www.amsa.asn.au/amsa-home/awards/ for all the details of the winners.

> Yvie Eglinton on being nominated for the SA Women of Impact Award.

THANKS TO: Carlo Possagno for his work as the Cuttlefish Concierge at Point Lowly.

STEVE’S SCIENCE STORIES for the month
By Steve Reynolds

A.l. MODELS FOR DETECTING SEA URCHINS

The Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) report that a groundbreaking project to
explore the potential of training Al models for detecting sea urchins is about to begin. “The project
was being led by researchers at QUT (Queensland University of Technology), in partnership with
Wilderness Wildcatch - a Mallacoota-based seafood company committed to marine stewardship.
Supported by funding from FRDC, the initiative targeted the long-spined sea urchin, Centrostephanus
rodgersii.”

Further details can be found at Training Al to hunt down sea urchins, monitor reef health in the Bay
Post-Moruya Examiner (subscription only?).

A TAXON SPLIT AFFECTING PHYSALIA PHYSALIS

According to https://www.inaturalist.org/posts/113902-physalia-physalis-bluebottle-portuguese-
man-o-war-split-into-four-species, Physalia physalis bluebottle/Portuguese man o' war) has now been
split into four species, as follows: -

Portuguese Man O' War - Physalia physalis
Indo-Pacific Man-o-War - Physalia utriculus
Physalia minuta - Physalia minuta
Southern Man-o-War - Physalia megalista

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT TO DECLARE ALMOST 1/3 OF ITS OCEANS ‘HIGHLY PROTECTED IN NEXT
5 YEARS

Federal Environment Minister Murray Watt says that “Australia can achieve 30% of our marine
protected area estate in highly protected areas by 2030 and a three-year review of our remaining 44
marine parks will lay the foundation for this”.

He told a UN conference in France that the review will ‘lay the foundation’ for increasing ocean
protections. This was reported as Australian government to declare almost a third of its oceans ‘highly
protected’ in the next five years. According to https://ebx.sh/T2cnK4 , “The Australian government
plans to declare 30% of its ocean “highly protected”* by 2030, raising expectations from
conservationists it will ban fishing and drilling in nearly a third of the country’s waters. .... a review of
44 of Australia’s marine parks would “lay the foundation” to increase the area of the country’s ocean
with higher levels of protection. Some 52% of Australia’s ocean area has previously been declared
marine park since the late 1990s, giving different levels of protection to wildlife and habitats, but only
24% has levels of protection that keep out all forms of fishing and extraction.”

* “The term “highly protected” means all extractive activities are banned — which can include fishing,
drilling and mining.”
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“Conservationists welcomed the commitment, but said the ocean was also under assault from global
heating and Australia needed to set more ambitious goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions for
2035, beyond the current 2030 goal of a 43% cut, based on 2005 levels, by 2030.”

UNDERSEA ARCHAEOLOGY WILL PROVIDE A PICTURE OF EARLY HUMAN MIGRATION AND THE
IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE

According to Lost continent 'unlike anything found today discovered off the coast of Australia , “A
landmass which was once home to up to half a million people has been discovered off the coast of
northern Australia. The now-submerged continental shelf was a vast, habitable landscape for much of
the past 65,000 years, covering some 390,000 square kilometres (around 242,300 miles) — an area
bigger than New Zealand.” It is reported that “when the last Ice Age ended around 18,000 years ago,
global warming caused sea levels to rise, which drowned out swathes of the world's continents. This
split the supercontinent of Sahul into New Guinea and Australia, and cut Tasmania off from the
mainland.”

The findings of the scientists, led by Kasih Norman of Queensland’s Griffith University, who made the
landmark find published a paper on the topic titled Sea level rise drowned a vast habitable area of
north-western Australia driving long-term cultural change. The paper was published in “Quaternary
Science Reviews, Volume 324, 15 January 2024, 108418.

According to the paper’s abstract, “For most of the period of human occupation of Sahul (the
combined Pleistocene landmass of Australia and New Guinea), lower sea levels exposed an extensive
area of the northwest of the Australian continent, connecting the Kimberley and Arnhem Land into
one vast area. Our analysis of high-resolution bathymetric data shows this now-drowned region
existed as an extensive archipelago ..... We contend that the presence of an extensive archipelago on
the Northwest Shelf .... facilitated the successful dispersal of the first maritime explorers from
Wallacea, creating a familiar environment for their maritime economies to adapt to the vast terrestrial
continent of Sahul.”

According to the conclusion in the paper, “the Northwest Shelf of Sahul likely contained a rich and
varied sequence of mosaic environments through Marine Isotope Stages 4-2 .... the Northwest Shelf
was a large habitable landscape that connected the now-separated ancient archaeological landscapes
of the Kimberley and Arnhem Land. ..... submerged continental margins clearly played an important
role in early human expansions across the world. The rise in undersea archaeology in Australia will
contribute to a growing worldwide picture of early human migration and the impact of climate change
on Late Pleistocene human populations.”

FOR YOUR CALENDAR: FORTHCOMING EVENTS

South Australia

28 October 2025, 6:30 pm: Sea Wolves Swap Meet. 10 Bayford Rise, Morphett Vale SA 5162

Interstate/International

7-17 August 2025: 2025 World Games in Chengdu, China to include dynamic freediving and para-
freediving.

14-17 August : The Sydney Boat Show is being held at Sydney Showground, Olympic Park. See
https://sydneyboatshow.com.au/ .

2nd-3rd September: The Australasian Coastal Restoration Network ACRN 2025 Symposium is being
held at CSIRO Discovery Auditorium, Building 702, Black Mountain, Canberra, with an optional half-
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day field trip on the 4" September. See ACRN 2025, Canberra — AUSTRALASIAN COASTAL
RESTORATION NETWORK.

6-7 September: The Go Diving Show. Sydney Showgrounds. https://godivingshow.com

20 September: The 2025 Scuba Diving Hall of Fame inductees, Michelle Cove, Rosemary Lunn and
Anne Hasson, will be formally inducted into the hall of fame at a ceremony in the Cayman Islands.

Sept 26 - Oct 12 Nature Festival with the theme “Flow.” See https://www.naturefestival.org.au/.

13 — 16 October | Brisbane, QLD International Data Week

11-14 November 2025: DEMA show will be held in Orlando, USA.USA. It is the largest trade-only event
in the world for diving, travel, and action water sports professionals.

17 — 18 November | Perth, WA Australia and New Zealand Wind Waves Symposium
19 — 20 November | Fremantle, WA The Forum for Operational Oceanography (FOO)
1 -5 December | Hyderabad, India, International Indian Ocean Science Conference (I10SC)

2025 Deep Week organised by The FreeDiving Family (https://freedivingfamily.com/deep-week): 6—
13t September: The first ever Deep Week Cyprus; November 1-8: Deep Week in Dahab, Egypt.

ABOUT THE SDFSA...

SDFSA is a non-profit, incorporated membership association dedicated to the preservation and
enjoyment of our unique underwater world.

JOIN US FOR FREE!
https://sdfsa.net/membership-categories/

The more members we have, the stronger our influence. We serve as a peak body representing the interests of South
Australian recreational scuba divers and the related sports of freediving and snorkelling, including the provision of
information to government and the general public. Together we can have real impact on the issues affecting the South
Australian diving community.

If you wish to be added to the mailing list for this Newsletter, join the SDFSA!

You can also read about the Federation’s work in monthly issues of DivelLog Australasia, Scubadiver ANZ and on our
website at https://sdfsa.net. Stay up to date with the latest news through our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/scubadivesa/. And follow our FB group, SA Dive Sites VIz and Conditions for current
diving conditions shared by the group members.

SCUBA DIVERS FEDERATION OF SA Inc.
PO Box 287, Christies Beach SA 5165
Email: info@sdfsa.net

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed by authors of material in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Federation
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